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CATHY’S RETURN - WILL BAREFORD

INT. OFFICE - DAY

LIGHTS UP ON FIVE COWORKERS. Mike, Colin, Ruth, Susie, and 
Glenn sit around a conference room table.

MIKE
Hey gang, Cathy should be here any 
minute. Now, she’s had a very 
traumatic experience. Before they 
revived her, the doctors said she 
was clinically dead for two full 
minutes.

RUTH
I can’t believe it.

MIKE
I know. She’s lucky the microwave 
was only set to “popcorn”. Anyway, 
we want to make her transition back 
as easy as possible, so big smiles.

The group agrees. There’s a knock on the door. Cathy, in a 
wheelchair, rolls into the conference room. 

COLIN
Cathy! Welcome back.

The group stands and gathers around her, patting her on the 
back.

RUTH
We’re so glad you’re okay. 

MIKE
Yeah, we really missed you.

CATHY
Thanks everyone. I’m happy to be 
here. Your support means a lot.

COLIN
So, I’m hesitant to ask - and if 
you don’t want to talk about it 
that’s totally cool - but what was 
dying like?

CATHY
It’s fine. Honestly, I saw heaven.



SUSIE
Wow, really?!

CATHY
Yeah, I know it sounds crazy, but 
it’s true.

MIKE
You mean heaven is real?!

CATHY
Yep, and what’s more, along with my 
family and friends, all of you were 
there.

RUTH
No way!

CATHY
Yeah...everyone except Glenn.

The excitement stops. Everyone turns to Glenn. Glenn fidgets.

GLENN
Heh-umm, what do you mean?

CATHY
Well, I was in a completely white 
room that smelled like fresh 
laundry and I was surrounded by 
everyone I’ve ever known...

MIKE
Incredible.

CATHY
...except Glenn.

The group looks down at their feet, uncomfortable.

GLENN
Where was I?!

CATHY
Beats me.

GLENN
What does that mean?!

Mike places a hand on Glenn’s shoulder.

MIKE
Relax Glenn. It’s Cathy’s first day 
back.
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GLENN
You’re right. Sorry.

COLIN
So Cathy, what else can you tell us 
about Heaven? Was there unlimited 
food? Or like, rock climbing?

CATHY
Of course there was. Incredible 
rock climbing. And we all went-

COLIN
Alright!

CATHY
...except Glenn.

GLENN
(interrupting)

What?! And you didn’t ask about 
me?!

RUTH
C’mon Glenn, stop making this about 
you.

SUSIE
Yeah, Cathy almost died.

GLENN
But you noticed I wasn’t there. Did 
you find out why?

CATHY
(shrugs)

It didn’t really come up.

MIKE
Besides Glenn, she was only there 
for two minutes.

CATHY
Actually it was two minutes Earth 
time but two years Heaven time.

GLENN
And it never came up?! Maybe I 
wasn’t dead yet?! Maybe that’s why 
I wasn’t there?

RUTH
But we were all there, and we’re 
not dead yet...
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GLENN
Maybe I was on another level of 
Heaven? Like on a higher plane?! 

CATHY
Nah, they told me I’d reached the 
top.

GLENN
Why would they say that?! Was I in 
another room?!

CATHY
It was all one big room. (to the 
group) Even James was there.

GLENN
Sexual Harassment James?! From 
accounting? 

CATHY
Yeah, but up there he seemed cool.

RUTH
Awww, how sweet.

CATHY
I remember James because when we 
sat down for a delicious feast, he 
was on my left, and on my right was 
an empty chair...

RUTH
Interesting-

CATHY
...with a dark green blazer draped 
over the back.

GLENN
That’s my blazer!

CATHY
Really?

GLENN
I’m wearing it right now!

SUSIE
God Glenn, enough about you.

GLENN
You gotta go back and find out what 
I did wrong!
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MIKE
Glenn, calm down.

GLENN
C’mon Cathy! We could stop your 
heart and then bring you back to 
life. Like that movie, Flatliners! 
Just long enough that you could 
ask.

RUTH
Glenn, that’s awful!

COLIN
Yeah Glenn, that’s just a movie.

GLENN
(upset)

I can’t go to Hell! I need to know!

Glenn quickly removes his blazer. He leans over Cathy and 
starts to smother her.

Cathy struggles as Glenn smothers her. Colin and Ruth wrestle 
with Glenn. 

SUSIE
Stop! You’ll lose your job!

Glenn won’t give up. Cathy flails, finally going limp. Glenn 
backs away. Mike rushes to Cathy’s side and checks her pulse.

MIKE
(dramatic)

She’s dead.

Pause.

GLENN
Ohhh...this is why I wasn’t there.

BLACKOUT. CUE DOROTHY MORRISON’S “SPIRIT IN THE SKY”.
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